PRELIMINARY INFORMATION ON THE GLIGER/KINGSLEY DISC SYSTEM 


The hardware of this disc interface wiil consist of the main disc interface board 
(board “‘A“), the firmware/banking/memory board {board “B"), and optionally the 64K 
Homory/CEH board (board “C"). All of these boards will be designed to Plug into the Oliger 
2068 mpansion Board, so this board is of course also required: i have talked to owners’ of 
the 3 other commercial 2068 #loppy disc interfaces, read the reviews, and finaly believe 
this system will be superior to all of then. The’ system should have LOAD/SAVE speed 
comparable to the Ramex_syster and easier LOAD */SAVE * commands with no Basic ram area 
used comparable to the Timex of Portugal interface. 


The main disc interface board (board “A") ia already developed, debugged, and 
corrently (7/85) is in stock. Initial prices for this board has een set Oo: Bare 
c=$17.95, Kit of board w/parts=$54.95, & Assembled and tested=s64.95. You may order this 
oard now in preparation for the rest of the systen if desired, but the only 
documentation currently available included at this tine with the board is its schematic. 
Further documentation will be sent to purchasers when available, along with notification 
of the "B" board’s availability. The pc features plated through holes, NO yumpers, and 
gold plated edge traces both to the expansion board and disc 1/0 standard. This board wili 
support (hardware wise) up to four single or double sided, single, double or gued density, 
up to 255 sector by 256 track (if they existed now) 3", 3.1/2", or 5 1/4" rives. This 
board will actually work (as far as the hardwere is concerned) on the 752068, ZX Spectrur 
2X80, 2X81, TSi000, and TS1500 goaputers Software support is only planned fér the TS2068 
and possibly the 2k Spectrum+ if it 1s eventually sold by Sinclair in the USA and, Ray 
Kingsley says he may also convert the DOS to work on the 2X81/TS100, later, if there isa 
demand tor this. Support of only the TS2068 can be made with boards "B" & “ot 
Spectrumt is supported in the future a new firmware support board would have to be 
purchased at that time. The data transfer rate of this board, like all 5 1/4" floppys in 
double density mode, is 32K bytes per second. Actual program transfer from diac to 
computer Renory like ALL 5 1/4" disc controllers will be something less than this, the 
actual rate determined by Software efficiency. i can think of no one I’d rather trust ‘to 
this demanding job than Ray Kingsley! 


The firaware/bank logic/nenory bosrd (board "B") ig presently prototyped and debugged. 
ipitieal prototypes have OS, and 
& 


& file locating speed. Discs written with this basic systen will be CP/M compatible, Files 
will be readable from at least one popular CP/M format. This board will allow use of a 
disc support keywords that presently ead to error messages on the unexpanded 2068, alon 
LOAD *, VERIFY *, and further uses of these commands wit. 

hese conmands_in a way completely transparent to the 

user via hardware interception of the Basic’s RST O8h error routine. The board will 

epron. Rapped O-8K nd. Bk of static 6264 ran Rapped 8-16K in a new bank of 

memory (similar to the bank invoked whe: ia he interface One is paged 

4 also contain the necessary support logic to switch this additional nemor in 


way. like to and feels there will be a demand for it, that 
either another firmware support eprom can be written to support this board used with a 
2068 that emulates the 2X pects un via using a Spectrum rom, ronswitch, or Spectrum 
ly (if it IS possiblet) for this board’s firmware to check and 
see which system it presently has in Control (2068 or Spectrun) and treat ghings 
accordingly. 1 have personaily had many regueats for this type of fhing and) NONE of the 
he c edge! Use of the 
dges (regular or Oliger 
this, Ray tells “ne 
from any bank of memory on the 2068! 


The 64K memory/CPM disc support board (board “C") will be nade nainly to support the 
CPM operating system, although this board may also be used to expend memory on the TS2068. 
It will contain 64K of dynanic memory and be mapped in a totally new ank of menor: 
enabled in & chunks via a chosen port. The board will contain some bank select/chun! 
select circuitry and will be able to be used at the same time as board "B" via use of a 
Daisy Chain Output from board "B". This board is tarthest away from actual production. and 
hence its specs. are the most dikely to change. I will try. to tailor this board around the 

This board will be en optional 
ones 


i 
available. This board wiil only be needed it you plan to run CPM in the future or want to 
expand the ram on you 2068 for your own reasons. 


Prices on boards “B" & "C", along with package prices 
by nature of the fact that they are de. 
they are bound to be more cost effective than corpetitive systerns. Specific 


Gomments/suggestions concerning HARDWARE on this systen should be addresaed to: The John 
Qliger Co. "11601 wi 462 i 


6 hidbe N 229. Specific comnents/suggestions 
goncernin: SOFTWARE/FIRKWARE on this system should be dd: dt i C 
Sinware Software P.O. Box 8032 Sante’ Fes i 87304, pac Oo; “Ray “Binge rey, ed 


£ you would like to be put on this systena’s “INFORM WHEN READY" list, drop ne 


I 
postcard. ‘ 


Thank you, John be Gliger 


